The Principles of Preventive Inoculation.
Before dealing with my work in India allow ine to recapitulate here the chief circumstances connected with the problem of preventive inoculation. After experimental medicine had been inaugurated the efforts of bacteriologists remained for a long time concentrated on that classical form of infectious disease, splenic fever, in connection with which the fundamental laws of the new science have been elucidated. It was reserved to Dr. Koch to discover in the formation of spores the means by which the microbe of this disease, when outside the animal body, protected itself against the external world. Shortly after this it has been found that the spores not only preserve the life but also all specific properties of the microbe, and that it is owing to this circamstance that the bacillus of anthrax is one of the most constant species of schizomycetes known. On the other hand, a great mutability of properties has been discovered in all microbial virus not possessing spores, or in which sporification is arrested for a certain period. On the bacillus of chicken cholera Pasteur observed for the first time the loss of virulence in a microbe of a high infectious power. Since then it has been found that the virus of every disease, although it remains constant in the nature of the affection it produces, varies The treated prisoners showed a reduction of 2*56 times of cases, and of 2 05 times of deaths. I wish to call your attention to the fact that the inoculations were applied in this instance not before the epidemic, but a week after it had actually broken out, in order to arrest it and to cure, so to say, the community from the disease. 
